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it does not seem to be capable of producing aristo-
cracy, though from that form of political and social
ascendency all improvement has hitherto sprung.
But some of the keenest observers of democratic
society in our day do not share this opinion. Noticing
that the modern movement towards democracy is
coupled with a movement towards scientific perfection,
they appear to be persuaded that the world will some
day fall under intellectual aristocracies. Society is
to become the Church of a sort of political Calvinism,
in which the Elect are to be the men with excep-
tional brains. This seems to be the view suggested
by French democratic society to M. Ernest Renan.a
Whether such an aristocracy, if it wielded all the
power which the command of all scientific results
placed in its hands, would be exactly beneficent, may
possibly be doubted. The faults to which the older
privileged orders are liable are plain enough and at

6 Renan, Dialogues Philosophiques. Third Dialogue. A
younger writer, M. Paul Bourget, expresses himself as follows in
a remarkable book called Essais de Psychologic contemporaine.
" II est possible, en effet, qu'une divergence eclate eiitre ces deux
grandes forces des societes modernes : la democratie et la science.
II est certain que la premiere tend de plus en plus & niveler,
taiidis que la seconde tend de plus en plus a creer des differences.
f Savoir, c'est pouvoir,' disait le philosophe de 1'induction, savoir
dix fois plus qu'un autre homme, c'est pouvoir dix fois ce qu'il peut,
et comme la chrmere d'une instruction e"galenient repartie sur
tous les individus est, sans aucun doute, irrealisable, par suite de
rin^galite des intelligences, Tantinomie se manifestera de plus en.
plus entre les tendances de la democratie et les resultats sociaux
de la science " (pp. 106, 107).